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SUBJECT: PROPAGANDIST COMMENTS ON MIDDLE EAST 
REF: LENINGRAD 1395 

1. PROPAGANDA LINE ON MIDDLE EAST DEVELOPMENTS CONTINUES TO BE 
NEGATIVE, BUT SOMEWHAT GUARDED, IN PUBLIC PROPAGANDA PRESENTATIONS 
HERE. ZNANIYE (KNOWLEDGE) SOCIETY SPEAKER MIKHAIL DMITRIYEVICH 
SOLOVYEV HAD FOLLOWING TO SAY ON SUBJECT DURING SUNDAY, 

SEPTEMBER 14, PRESENTATION ON INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS. 

T 

2. SOLOVYEV COMMENTED DERISIVELY ON PRESIDENT FORD'S STATEMENT 
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ACHIEVEMENTS OF CENTURY. SOLOVYEV SAID THERE WERE TWO MAIN 
FACTORS WHICH LED U.S. AND ISRAEL TO SEEK SUCH AGREEMENT. FIRST 
WAS REPUBLICAN PARTY CONCERN OVER 1976 ELECTIONS AND DESIRE TO 
ATTRACT VOTES OF JEWISH AMERICANS THROUGH CONCLUSION OF AGREE- 
MENT ADVANTAGEOUS TO ISRAEL, "A ROLE DEMOCRATS HAVE USUALLY 
TAKEN IN THE PAST." SECOND FACTOR WAS TERMED ISRAELI DESIRE TO 
USE AGREEMENT AS EVIDENCE OF FORTHCOMINGNESS TOWARD ME ISSUES 
AND THEREBY HEAD OFF MOVES TO EXPEL ISRAEL FROM UNITED NATIONS. 
U.S. AND ISRAEL WERE, SPEAKER SAID, TAKING ADVANTAGE OF ARABS' 
LACK OF UNITY AND ISRAEL "GOT SIGNIFICANTLY MORE FROM AGREEMENT" 
THAN EGYPT. OTHER ARAB STATES OPPOSED THIS AND AGREEMENT COULD 
THUS END EGYPT'S LEADERSHIP ROLE IN ARAB WORLD. EGYPTIAN 
MOTIVATION IN CONCLUDING AGREEMENT WAS DESCRIBED AS (A) SADAT'S 
DESIRE TO GAIN PRESTIGE AT HOME AND OFFSET SEVERE ECONOMIC 
PROBLEMS WHICH BEAR ON HIS POSITION OF LEADERSHIP; (B) BOWING 
TO PRESSURE OF AMERICAN IMPERIALISM; AND (C) MARKING A FINAL 
BREAK WITH NASSER'S POLICIES OF CLOSE TIES WITH SOVIET UNION. 

3. SOLOVYEV NOTED THAT SOME CIRCLES HAVE WONDERED WHY SOVIET 
UNION HAS NOT YET ISSUED FORMAL EVALUATION OF SINAI AGREEMENT 
AND OPINED THAT FOREIGN MINISTER GROMYKO "WILL PROBABLY STATE 
THE SOVIET POSITION" DURING SEPTEMBER 23 APPEARANCE BEFORE UNGA 
"AFTER HE HAS HAD OPPORTUNITY TO TALK TO KISSINGER AND OBTAIN 
DETAILS OF AGREEMENT.." 

NEUBERT 
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